
 

   

PARASITOLOGY 

CONFERENCE 2015 
 

This will be a joint conference with 

the Australian Society for Parasit-

ology 

Venue: Auckland 

Tentative Dates: 28 June—02 

July 2015 

Nick Smith & Lisa Jones from the 

ASP attended this years AGM & 

provided an outline of the confer-

ence before heading to Auckland 

to view potential venues. 
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President’s Post 
Hello Members,  

As the 2014 year draws to a close I think we can look back on an interest-

ing year, parasitologically speaking. The Theileria situation is plowing on 

unchecked, with the only silver lining being vets are now very adept at 

performing blood transfusions in cows. There is still investment in, and 

research coming from, Massey and AgResearch in the parasitology field, 

which, as David Heath passionately expressed at Conference, is still very 

much needed in NZ as there is still an awful lot we don’t know. 

The annual conference was again a great success with over 80 delegates 

over the 3 days. My thanks goes to Dallas Bishop, David Heath, Alex 

Vlassoff, Allen Heath & Geoff de Lisle for their superb job in organising a 

very interesting and well run programme. The incorporation of parasitolo-

gy in human health was fascinating, with many people now well versed in 

fecal transplants and the cure rate of this procedure against clostridium 

difficile (you really had to be there to laugh). 
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Invited speakers from the “Living with Parasites” symposium  

L—R: Ian Wilson, David Howes, Cathy Hammond, Graham Le 

Gros, Mark Jones & Brendan Arnold 

Some speakers have now generated a fear of opening match boxes or  

leaving their phones on during presentation following a threat of participa-

tion in a faecal transfer!  
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Continued from Page 1…. 

I would also like to thank Immediate Past President Ian Scott for his time on 

the committee and as President, David Heath who stood down from Treasurer 

and Ross Bland who resigned as Secretary. Thank you for all of your hard 

work, you have left the bank accounts and the society in good shape! 

I would like to welcome 3 new members onto the committee. Cathryn Christie 

from Vetfocus in Otorohanga as Vice President, Tania Waghorn as Treasurer 

and Saleh Umair as Secretary, both from AgResearch in Palmerston North.  

The immediate focus for the committee will be working with the Australian So-

ciety on the 2015 Conference which will be held in Auckland from June 28
th
- 

July 2
nd

, so please put these dates in your diary now! 

On behalf of the committee, I wish all members a safe, festive and restful 

Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 

Best regards 

Victoria Chapman  

Many thanks 
to… 

Conference 2014—Welcome Function 

Chris & Tasha were there on Sunday evening with a selection of 
their craft beers...Hop to it Pale Ale, Kumara Brown Ale, Wood Fired 
Toasted Coconut Porter, to mention a few….. 

 

Many thanks to Margaret Vlassoff & Maria 
Heath for helping with the catering on 
Sunday night. 
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Conference in review 

As the joint winners of the student prize for their presentations 

Daniela Tapia 

“It’s always nice to attend to the New Zealand Parasitology conference and this year it was nice to 
change city, from Palmerston North to Wellington. Also it was very interesting that the conference tar-
geted not only to the veterinary side, in terms of production, companion animals, epidemiology and wild 
life, but also in the view of “one health” and that sometimes parasites or some of their products more 
than causing the disease may help to keep us healthier” 

Trent Rasmussen 

Overall the NZSP conference was a really rewarding experience. It was great to hear about a broad 
range of current issues in parasitology, and it was especially interesting to hear about what novel ap-
proaches people had come up with to tackle different issues in the field. Everyone that I met at the con-
ference was friendly, welcoming and showed genuine interest in what I had to say (even though my 
talk was very niche and about a less topical issue). I hope to attend the conference again next year 
and I look forward to hearing more from the members of NZSP in future. 

 

 

Books mentioned during presentations on “Living with 
parasites”, day one of the conference. 

Also Wormswell Helminth Therapy—David Pritchard—
see “Can hookworms protect against allergies?”  

[http://www.nytimes.com/2008/](page 5)  

Strange coincidence observed dur-

ing Mark Vicker’s presentation 

Trent & Daniela with Victoria receiving their student 
prize 
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Society Contact 

Saleh Umiar 

Secretary 

AgResearch  Limited  

Grasslands Research Centre 

Tennent Drive 

Private Bag 11008            

Palmerston North 4442 

saleh.umair@agresearch.co.nz

Phone: (06) 351 8664 

Visit  the Society at 

http://nzsp.science.org.nz  

New Members 

Trent Rasmussen 

After growing up in Northland, NZ, I moved to Dunedin to do a BSc in 

Ecology.  Over the course of my degree I enjoyed studying a range of 

subjects, but I found a particular interest in parasitology. I have done 

some research looking at parasite dynamics in sand hopper popula-

tions, and I am now working on my MSc looking at parasite dynamics in 

sharks. As a member of NZSP I hope to broaden my understanding of 

parasite dynamics with insights from a range of people and projects in 

the field. 

Caption Competition 

In the last newsletter the photo below featured. Alex was photo-
graphed during a game of golf at Martinborough. A number of cap-
tions were received & these were featured in a slide show at the 
conference dinner. 

During the conference three more photos were put up. The results 
from this competition are shown in this newsletter. Lucky winners 
received a selection of Kereru beers donated by Chris & Tasha. 

Photo Caption 2: “Who “Spotted Dick” first” 
- Alex Vlassoff 

“A game of moans had fi-
nally turned into a game of 

thrones” 
- Allen Heath 

Photo Caption 1: “One lump or two?” 
- Allen Heath 

“Alex (aka Fred Flintstone) unaware that 

the wheels of his golf buggy had not 

been invented yet” 
“Alex found this wood 

more useful than his usual 

selection” 

Photo Caption 3: “My goodness, did they just fall out 
of your mouth or were they already in the glass?” 

- Peter Pulford 

Footnote—Following Bren-

dan Arnolds presentation I 

thought Photo 1 might have 

elicited some faecal trans-

plant captions! [DMB] 

http://nzsp.science.org.nz/
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Many thanks to Spon-

sors and Supporters of 

the Conference 

Executive 

President:   Victoria Chapman victoria.chapman@zoetis.com 

Vice President: Cathryn Christie  cathryn.c@vetfocus.co.nz 

Treasurer:  Tania Waghorn  tania.waghorn@agresearch.co.nz 

Secretary:   Saleh Umair   saleh.umair@agresearch.co.nz 

Useful Reference 

In the presentation by  Andy McFadden, 
MPI, on the second day, reference was 
made to the “Theileria Veterinary Hand-
book”  [editors Andy McFadden & Roger 
Marchant; June 2014]. 

The booklet is described as a ‘ready-to-use’ 
reference for veterinarians when advising 
clients on the management of Theileria as-
sociated bovine anaemia (TABA). 

Copies of the handbook are available online 
at www.mpi.govt.nz 

Also available is the ‘Field Anaemia Nearest 
Indicator (FANI) card. Hard copies of the 
card are available from Daan Vink 
(daan.vink@mpi.govt.nz)  
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Themes at the Conference...serious discussions, eating…. 
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…and some drinking 


